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Open House June 4th, 2023 
 

After being shuttered for three years, first due to the Covid 19 pandemic, then because of work that 
needed to be done to the tank house, summer kitchen, museum access ramp and the front porch, 
and finally due to damage in the grounds from this years unprecedented storms the Harris Lass 
Museum is finally back!  We will start with tours by appointment in May and June, then add regularly 
scheduled dates starting in July.   
 

Our first major event will be on Sunday, June 4th when we will host an 
Open House with house tours and light refreshments from 12 noon to 3 
p.m.  The theme of the event will be “Home Remedies from Farm and 
Town” and will showcase home remedies and the use of local herbs for 
medicinal purposes in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  
 

Old medicine bottles and pill boxes from the Museum’s collection, plus 
almanacs and herbal recipes will be on display.  Learn about once well-
known local physicians such as Dr. Warburton, Dr. Saxe, Dr. Fowler, 
Dr. Paul, and Dr. Beattie.  Find out the location of old-time downtown 
Santa Clara pharmacies such as Oberdeener’s Pharmacy and Wade’s 
Mission Pharmacy.   
 

This is a free event.  For more information, please view the Museum’s 
website at: https://www.harrislass.org/ or, if you have questions   Dr. Judson Paul (1873 to 1937) 
or want to RSVP (not required but appreciated), phone the museum  
message line at (408) 249-7905 or email info@harrislass.org .   
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Mark your calendar! Save the date! For these upcoming events: 
 

May: start of house tours by appointment (subject to availability of volunteers)  
 

June: house tours by appointment (subject to availability of volunteers) 
Sunday, June 4th:   Open House – see information above. 
Sunday, June 25:  Lunchtime Speaker on the Lawn, the first in a series.  See the article page 3. 
 

July: house tours by appointment (subject to availability of volunteers) 
Saturday ,July 1st:  Open for House Tours, from 12 noon to 2 pm 
Thursday, July 20:  Antiques Appraisal Luncheon – see separate flyer included with this 
newsletter. 
 

For more information or to request a tour, call the message line at (408) 249-7905 or email 
info@harrislass.org or visit the museum website at https://www.harrislass.org/ 
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The Board of the Harris Lass House Museum Welcomes Two New Members 
 

Caren Ratermann 
 

 
 

I'm excited to join the Harris Lass Museum's 
board. I moved to the Bay Area in 1982 to 
pursue a career in information systems 
management. In 1995, I took a break from my 
professional life to focus on my family and 
dedicated my time to volunteering at schools 
and organizations that my children were 
involved with while also giving back to my 
community. 
 

In 1985, my husband and I purchased a home 
in Santa Clara's old quad area, built in the late 
1800’s, and have made several renovations to 
the house since then. In addition to my 
community service work, I enjoy hiking, 
practicing yoga, tap dancing, and traveling. I 
like to visit other places to experience their 
culture, including their architecture, and 
sampling their cuisine. I enjoy staying active 
and exploring new hobbies. 
 
During the Covid lockdown, I joined the Harris 
Lass board. I'm thrilled to be part of the effort to 
reopen the museum to visitors later this year  
and to contribute to its continued success. 
 

 

 

Carole Smith 
 

After several years off the board, I was invited 
to re-join since I had more time on my hands.  
It sounded like a good idea, so I accepted the 
invitation.   
 

I had started at Harris Lass pulling weeds in 
the garden on my own just for fun.  After a 
while I was asked if I wanted to join as a 
volunteer.  I was very surprised and said yes.  I 
have had so much fun being there. The people 
were always friendly and helpful.   
 

At one point I was elected president of the 
board and served for a year.  I didn’t have a 
clue as to how to run a meeting, but we all got 
through it!  I felt like a little kid playing school! 
I have given docent tours, helped at special 
events, cleaned and sorted, and worked with 
the school tours showing the students how to 
do old fashioned writing with pen and ink.  That 
was really fun especially when the kids would 
send us letters after the tour saying what they 
liked about living in an old house and what they 
didn’t like.  It was always the outhouse they 
were glad not to have experienced! 
 

I have also served on the annual Santa Clara 
Historic Home Tour committee, been a 
coordinator for some of the homes and been a 
docent. 
 

I have enjoyed all my years here, especially 
the wonderful people. 
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Lunch with Speaker Series to Debut in Harris Lass Museum Garden 
 

In early 2020 the Historic Preservation Society of Santa Clara had plans to launch a speaker series 
on the lawn of the Harris Lass grounds.  Members and the public would be invited to bring a bag 
lunch and hear talks from local historians related to the history of Santa Clara and the Harris Lass 
property or even just interesting talks from local authors about their recently published books.  But 
then the COVID pandemic put an end to those plans. 
 

This year, however, the Museum is going to 
try again with this concept.  On Sunday June 
25th from 11:30-2:30 p.m. a “Lunch with 
Speaker” series will be inaugurated at the 
Harris Lass Museum.  Chairs will be put out 
and the event will be held in the vicinity of the 
barn.  Participants should bring their own 
lunch but the museum will have water and 
cookies on hand.   
 

The speaker will be Harris Lass Museum 
Board member and Retired Local History 
Librarian Mary Hanel.  She will talk about the 
history of agriculture in the Santa Clara Valley 
and how it progressed from the era of wheat 
farming to the era of fruit orchards.  Her talk will also include how what is now the Harris Lass 
property once consisted of much more extensive farm and orchard lands – 13 acres at one time. 
 

This is a free event.  For more information please view the Museum’s website at: 
https://www.harrislass.org/ , or, to make an inquiry or an RSVP (not required but appreciated), phone 
the Harris Lass Museum message line at (408) 249-7905 or email info@harrislass.org  
 
                                                                   
 

Harris Lass Museum Benefits from 2022 Santa Clara Historic Home Tour 
 

The 2022 Santa Clara Historic Home Tour raised enough money to be able to provide two $500 
preservation grants.  The two grant recipients were the Santa Clara Woman’s Club for the benefit of 
their historic Adobe clubhouse and the Historic Preservation Society of Santa Clara for the benefit of 
the Harris Lass Museum.   

The Home Tour appreciated that The Adobe served as the check-in 
point for the Home Tour and they appreciated that the Harris Lass 
Museum held a bonus open house and a photo opportunity with Santa 
Clara for tour participants and the public the Sunday following the Home 
Tour. 

 

Indeed, the Harris Lass Museum Open House on Sunday, December 4, 
2022, was a great success.  Many children, adults and one dog came to 
have their picture taken with Santa Claus in the parlor with the backdrop 
of a beautiful Christmas tree decorated with vintage ornaments. It was 
estimated that 200 people visited.  Please check out the Harris Lass 
Museum’s website at www.harrislass.org and check out the Santa Clara 
Historic Home Tour website with its offerings of self-guided historic 
walking tours at www.sc-hometour.com.  You will find the Harris Lass 
Museum included on Walking Tour #4. 
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Board of Directors 

President: Sue Kozdon 

Vice-President: Alma Guillot  

Secretary: Jeannie Mahan  

Treasurer: Mary Ann Marinshaw 

Joan Cabral 

Mary Hanel  

Sue Harper 

Maria Lopes  

Caren Ratermann 

Carole Smith 
 

The Meteor newsletter is usually published 

in the Spring, Summer & Fall by the 

HPSSC.   

To see the full-color edition, view on the 

web at www.harrislass.org or request an 

emailed copy. 
 

Meteor Staff members 

Mary Hanel, editor;  

Sue Kozdon, layout editor. 

 

The Harris-Lass Museum is located at  

1889 Market St. (at Winchester) in  

Santa Clara. 
 

The mailing address is 

HPSSC,  

P.O. Box 3311, 

Santa Clara, CA 95055 
 

 1 408 249-7905 
 

www.Harrislass.org 
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The 1950 US Census 
 

April 2022 saw the release of the 1950 Census 
records and with it more revealing information 
about the 152.3 million people then residing in 
the United States plus its territories and 
possessions.  This was the 17th decennial census 
and would be the last where enumerators were 
sent out to count the population in person.   
 

The Bureau of Census made a special effort to 
ensure a complete and accurate count.  They 
improved enumerator training, provided detailed 
enumeration district maps, and invested in radio 
and newspaper advertising to encourage public 
participation.  The National Archives has some 
fascinating film strips of public service 
announcements! 
 

It is no surprise that living in the house at 1889 
Market Street were Julia W. Lass aged 74, her 
sister Bertha M. Knauth aged 68 and Adolph W. 
Knauth aged 59.  Orie (as Adolph was known) is 
listed as having his own business but the nature 
of it is not noted.   
 

The property was listed as not being a farm but 
because it was more than three acres, Julia 
completed an Agricultural Schedule.  
Unfortunately, the Census Bureau regarded 
these as temporary records, and they were 
destroyed.  Compilations of statistical data are all 
that remains.
 

Do you want to find out more about your family in 
1950 or who lived in your house if it dates to that 
time?  Go to https://1950census.archives.gov 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Harris Lass Gift Shop 
 

Dear Members, and Friends of Members, 
Are you looking for a good home for your small treasures?  
Well, how about donating them to the Harris Lass Gift 
Shop!!  We will be accepting small items, no larger than 
12 inches to adorn our shelves and sell.   
You will receive a donation form for your taxes.  Donations 
will be accepted during Open House on June 4th or by 
appointment. 
Thank you, 
 

Alma Guillot, Harris Lass Gift Shop Manager 
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